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source of irritation to her stepmother. Jane
Clairmont, wilful, rebellious, witty, and probably a
good deal spoilt, whose subsequent conduct shows
that she was utterly unamenable to her mother's
authority, was, at first, away at school. Fanny
was the good angel of the house, but her persistent
defence of every one attacked, and her determina-
tion to make the best of things and people as they
were, seemed almost irritating to those who were
smarting under daily and hourly little grievances.
Compliance often looks like cowardice to the
young and bold. Nor did Mary get any help from
her father. A little affection and kindly sympathy
from him would have gone a long way with her,
for she loved him dearly. Long afterwards she
alluded to his "calm, silent disapproval" when
displeased, and to the bitter remorse and un-
happiness it would cause her, although unspoken,
and only instinctively felt by her. All her step-
mother s scoldings would have failed to produce a
like effect But Godwin, though sincerely solicit-
ous about the children's welfare, was self-concen-
trated, and had little real insight into character-
Besides, he was, as usual, hampered about money
matters ; and when constant anxiety as to where
to get his next loan was added to the preoccupa-
tion of authorship, and the unavoidable distraction
of such details as reached him of the publishing
business, he had little thought or attention to